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A. Course Identification and General Information 

Faculty: Faculty of Economics and 

Management Sciences 

Department: Business Administration 

Degree Program: MS Course Name: Literature Review and Academic 

Writing 

Course Code:  Course Category:   NA 

Credit Value:  3 Course Level/Semester: Level 7/Semester 01 

Nature of Course (Theory/Lab): Theory Course Specific Requirement (If any):  

Contact Hour: 3 Additional Information (If any): 

B. Faculty Member Information  

Name of Faculty Member: Dr. Waris Ali Designation: Associate Professor 

Contact Details: +923004472611 Email: waris.ali@uosahiwal.edu.pk 

Office No: Chairperson office Office Visiting Hour: Thursday 08:00 to 

10:00 AM 

Course Level/Semester: 1st Additional Information (If any):   

C. Course Description and Objectives 

This module enables to students to systematically summarize and synthesis the academic 

literature. Further, it enables the students to write a very good review/research paper 

 

D. Course Learning Outcomes  

At the end of the course the students should be able to: 

 Understand Systematic Literature Review Methodologies 

 Develop Effective Literature Search Strategies 

 Critically Appraise and Synthesize Research Findings 

 Enhance Academic Writing and Literature Review Structuring Skills 

 Manage Citations and Navigate the Publication Process 

 Develop Advanced Academic Writing and Research Dissemination Skills 
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E. Program Reflection  

The course contributes to accomplishing the following program objective (s) and learning 

outcomes of graduate programs. 

Develop Critical Thinking, Problem-Solving, and Decision-Making Skills 

The program focuses on skill development of students particularly critical thinking, problem-

solving and decision-making skills to enable students to analyse complex business situations 

and make effective decisions.  

Application of Data Analysis, Quantitative and Qualitative Methods 

Students will apply data analysis techniques and research methods to find the solution of 

problem in different scenarios. This includes using qualitative and quantitative tools to inform 

strategic decision-making. 

Program Learning Outcomes: 

 PLO1: Student should be able to define and explain the principles, types, and 

significance of systematic literature reviews in academic research. 

 PLO2: Student should be able to utilize appropriate databases, search techniques, and 

tools to collect and organize relevant literature systematically. 

 PLO3: Student should be able to evaluate the quality, reliability, and relevance of 

selected studies and synthesize findings using qualitative and quantitative approaches. 

 PLO4: Student should be able to Organize and write a well-structured literature 

review, demonstrating coherence, synthesis, and critical analysis. 

 PLO5: Student should be able to apply proper citation styles using reference 

management tools and understand the process of academic publishing, including 

journal selection and peer review. 

 PLO6: Student should be able to prepare research proposals, conference papers, and 

grant applications while effectively communicating research findings through writing 

and presentations. 

F. Course Schedule / Weekly Course Outline  

Topic Description Weeks 

Introduction to Systematic Literature Review 

 Understanding the purpose and importance of systematic literature 

reviews 

 Differences between narrative and systematic reviews 

 Key characteristics of high-quality reviews 

1 

Defining Research Scope and Formulating Research Questions 

 Identifying research problems and gaps 

 Developing research questions using frameworks (PICO, SPIDER, 

SPICE) 

 Setting inclusion and exclusion criteria 

2 
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Search Strategies and Database Selection 

 Selecting appropriate databases (Scopus, Web of Science, Google 

Scholar, etc.) 

 Developing search strings and Boolean operators 

 Conducting an effective literature search 

3 

Screening and Selecting Relevant Studies 

 Using PRISMA framework for systematic reviews 

 Abstract and full-text screening techniques 

 Tools for organizing literature (e.g., Excel, Rayyan, EndNote) 

4 

Evaluating the Quality of Research Papers 

 Understanding critical appraisal tools (CASP, AMSTAR, ROBIS) 

 Assessing methodological quality and bias in studies 

5 

Thematic Analysis and Data Extraction 

 Methods of extracting and coding data from selected papers 

 Identifying themes, patterns, and research trends 

 Using qualitative and quantitative synthesis techniques 

6 

Meta-Analysis and Narrative Synthesis 

 Introduction to meta-analysis techniques 

 Understanding effect sizes, statistical models, and heterogeneity 

 Writing a narrative synthesis of findings 

7 

Writing the Introduction and Research Background 

 Structuring the introduction effectively 

 Justifying research significance and literature gaps 

 Developing a strong thesis statement 

8 

Writing the Literature Review Section 

 Organizing literature thematically or chronologically 

 Synthesizing information rather than summarizing 

 Establishing connections between studies 

9 

Writing Methodology for a Systematic Review 

 Justifying systematic review methodology 

 Describing search strategies, inclusion criteria, and data analysis 

10 

Writing Discussion and Conclusion Sections 

 Summarizing key findings and theoretical contributions 

 Discussing limitations and future research directions 

 Writing a strong conclusion 

11 

Citation and Reference Management 

 Proper referencing styles (APA, Harvard, IEEE, etc.) 

 Using citation management tools (Mendeley, EndNote, Zotero) 

 Avoiding plagiarism and maintaining academic integrity 

12 

Journal Selection and Publication Process 

 Identifying high-impact journals (Scopus, Web of Science, ABDC) 

 Understanding journal submission guidelines and peer-review process 

 Addressing reviewer comments and revising manuscripts 

13 

Writing a Research Proposal and Grant Applications 

 Structuring a PhD research proposal 

 Writing funding proposals and grant applications 

14 
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Presenting Research Findings 

 Writing conference papers and abstracts 

 Developing academic presentations and posters 

 Using storytelling techniques in academic presentations 

15 

Ethics in Research and Course Wrap-Up 

 Ethical considerations in academic writing and publishing 

 Understanding predatory journals and plagiarism 

 Course recap, Q&A, and feedback session 

16 

 

G. Schedule of Assignments/ Quiz / Academic/Research Activity  

Sr. 

No 

Description 

of Activity 
Nature of Activity Week Expected Outcomes 

1 

 

Class activity 

1 
Developing search string and 

search articles 
3rd  

Learn to develop search 

string and search articles 

2 
Class activity 

2 Review Sheet 8th  
Learn developing review 

Sheet 

3 
Class activity 

3 Writing literature review 9th    
Learn writing literature 

review 

4 
Class activity 

4 
Writing research 

methodology 
10th  

Learn writing research 

methodology 

5 
Class activity 

5 
Writing Conclusion 11th  Learn writing Conclusion 

6 
Class activity 

6 
Writing introduction 12th  Learn writing introduction 

7 
Class activity 

6 Writing research proposal 
13th  Learn writing research 

proposal 

 

H. Course Components (Total contact hours and credits per semester) 

 

 

Lecture Tutorial 

Laborator

y/ 

Studio 

Practical Other Total 

Contact Hours 48     48 

Credit  3     3 

 

I. Teaching-Learning Strategies  

 

This course is based on previous published research papers. The course will improve the 

students’ academic writing skills.  
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J. Learning Resources / Recommended Books / Research Papers /Web-Links / Software  

Books 
Booth, A., James, M. S., Clowes, M., & Sutton, A. (2021). Systematic approaches to a successful 
literature review. 

 

Articles 

1. Ali, W., Wilson, J., Al-Kwifi, O. S., & ElAlfy, A. (2024). Moderating effects of 

country-level institutional quality and cultural dimensions on CSR-stock price crash 

risk relationship: a meta-analysis study. EuroMed Journal of Business. 

https://doi.org/10.1108/EMJB-05-2024-0112  

2. Ali, W., Wilson, J., & Frynas, J. G. (2024). Corporate governance mechanisms and 

carbon disclosure: A multilevel and multitheory literature survey. Corporate Social 

Responsibility and Environmental Management. https://doi.org/10.1002/csr.2869  

3. Ali, W., Wilson, J., & Saeed, T. (2024). A meta-analytical study of cultural conditions 

moderating the relationship between environmental performance and environmental 

disclosure. Accounting Research Journal, (ahead-of-print). 

https://doi.org/10.1108/ARJ-01-2023-0024 

4. Ali, W., & Wilson, J. (2024). Multi-level analysis on determinants of sustainability 

disclosure: a survey of academic literature. Managerial Finance, 50(1), 228-265. 

https://doi.org/10.1108/MF-03-2023-0189  

5. Ali, W., Hussain, N., & Stelios, B. (2023). Antecedents and Consequences of Corporate 

Social Responsibility Disclosure: a Survey of Extant Literature. The Journal of 

Economic Surveys. https://doi.org/10.1111/joes.12556  

6. Ali, W., Wilson, J., & Husnain, M. (2022). Micro-, meso-and macro-level determinants 

of stock price crash risk: a systematic survey of literature. Managerial Finance. 

https://doi.org/10.1108/MF-12- 2021-0603  

7. Ali, W., Wilson, J., & Husnain, M. (2022). Determinants/motivations of corporate 

social responsibility    disclosure    in    developing    economies:    A     survey     of     

the     extant literature. Sustainability, 14(6), 3474. https://doi.org/10.3390/su14063474  

8. Ali, W., Frynas, J. G., & Mahmood, Z. (2017). Determinants of Corporate Social 

Responsibility (CSR) Disclosure in Developed and Developing Countries: A Literature 

Review. Corporate Social Responsibility and Environmental Management, 24 (2). 

DOI: 10.1002/csr.1410. https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/csr.1410  

 

List Electronic Materials, Web Sites, Facebook, Twitter, etc. 

EBEForum Dr. Waris Ali – YouTube 

 

 

K. Facilities Required (If any) 

 Classroom required to accommodate 35 students 

 Multimedia Projector required 

L. Additional Information (If any) 

 Multimedia Projector & Computers and Installation of SoftwareMS Word & 

MS Excel, MS PowerPoint, SPSS 

https://doi.org/10.1108/EMJB-05-2024-0112
https://doi.org/10.1002/csr.2869
https://doi.org/10.1108/ARJ-01-2023-0024
https://doi.org/10.1108/MF-03-2023-0189
https://doi.org/10.1111/joes.12556
https://doi.org/10.1108/MF-12-2021-0603
https://doi.org/10.1108/MF-12-2021-0603
https://doi.org/10.3390/su14063474
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/csr.1410
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Name of Course Instructor Dr. Waris Ali 

Signature: 
 

Date: 11-01-2024 

Cluster Head (Name): Dr. Waris Ali 

Signature:  
 

Date: 20-01-2024 

Departmental Committee Review:  

 

 
 

 

Dr. Shaheera Amin Dr. Muhammad Husnain Dr. Waris Ali 

  
 

Dr. Saira Aziz Dr. Atif Ali Gill Dr. Ammara Saleem 

   

Program Coordinator (Signature and Stamp): Dr. Saira Aziz 

Signature: 

 

Date: 23-01-2024 

Chairperson/ Teacher In charge (Signature and 

Stamp): 
Dr. Waris Ali 

Signature: 
 

Date: 24-01-2024 

 


